Abstract: As a kind of unique artistic expression, tattoo should be protected by copyright law when it meets
corresponding requirements. However, due to the particularity of the tangible expression medium, i.e. human
body, to exercise tattoo’s copyright may face the difficulties inherent in the property right system, meaning it may
conflict with the basic human rights including the right of personal liberty, privacy, and freedom of speech. Tattoo
industry has special cultural and marketing characteristics, so it expects different copyright norms. Copyright
protection level should be lower than the protection for traditional expression. More restriction should be placed
on the exercise of tattoo copyright.
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